a lack of the sense of correlation between the interpretations of various authors. However, the editors have aided the reader to associate related sections by the use of foot-notes containing cross references. Compounds, and Lipid Metabolism in which there is much duplication. It is to be regretted that in the discussion of Neutral Fats, the classification of Bloor is not given the support of the author. It is noticeable that the discussions of the more physiological topics tend to be more complete, whereas several of the chapters dealing with the strictly chemical point of view are limited largely to recent advances. In the opinion of the reviewer, the outstanding discussions are those on the Vitamins, The Living Cell, Blood, Blood Gases and Acid-Base Equilibrium of the Blood, and Carbohydrate Metabolism. Throughout the book, the exposition is made in a clear, cogent style.
The typography is excellent; there are many formulas and most sections are followed by an extensive bibliography. There are-surprisingly few typographical errors.
After reading this new book, one is impressed again with the broad scope of the field of biochemistry and with the important advances made recently in elucidating the inner workings of the cell through the chemical approach. The editors have presented a significant contribution to the literature of biochemistry, a valuable source book to the teacher and investigator in this field. In general, the treatment of the subject is such that it is readable, and with interest, by those not specifically interested in the problems presented.
As a critical review it is somewhat less satisfactory, for many topics are mentioned but casually or receive but scant attention, a defect clearly unavoidable in the preparation of a text meant primarily to be practical. Nevertheless, it represents a treatment of the subject that will prove most useful.
Much could be done to make the index more helpful, and the lack of an index of the many authors cited in the text imposes a limitation in the use of the book for reference purposes.
GEO. H. SMITH.
THE AUTONOMIC DISEASES OR THE RHEUMATIC SYNDROME.
By Thomas Maximus Rivers. Dorrance & Co., Philadelphia, Pa., 1934. $3.00.
As the author of this work bears the same name and initials as those of the well-known New York investigator on virus diseases, the reviewer feels it necessary to call attention to the fact that this is a different Doctor Rivers, who comes from Kissimmee, Florida, and describes himself as "a physician in general practice, hemmed in by the difficulties of a rural community . . The book consists of some 300 pages of commentaries on a variety of diseases in which the author believes that the autonomic nervous system plays an irmportant role. It seems unfortunate that he has not confined himself to observations of a more clinical nature which might be made in the course of country practice, but he has an unfortunate habit of drifting constantly into casual remarks about abstruse subjects such as nerve tension and toxins, which, it would appear, represent the major roots of most of the ills of this world. According to the title-page this is the sixth book from the pen of Doctor Rivers, which may be the reason why he begins this one with the sage remark, that: "To the writing of books there seems to be no end . . ." J. R. PAUL. 
